
 

 

  

On April 30th 2013, the Oregon House 

passed SB 833, which enables 

undocumented immigrants in Oregon to 

access an Oregon Driver’s Card. The bill 

now goes to Governor Kitzhaber, who 

has supported the bill and signed it. 

When that happens, Oregon will become 

the fifth state to authorize undocumented 

immigrants to drive legally. 

 

The Oregon Driver Card (ODC) is a new 

document designed to keep our roads 

safe by allowing individuals, who do not 

have the documentation to access Oregon Driver’s Licenses, to get licensed and 

insured. Such individuals include:  

1. Elderly, who were born at home rather at a hospital, and cannot, provide a birth 

certificate.  

2. Emerging homeless, to re-enter the workforce and society, although it requires all 

applicants to prove residency in Oregon for at least a year.  

3. Veterans, it would permit our decorated and honorable servicemen and 

servicewomen to use their military documents in the application process. 

4. Undocumented Oregonians and workers. 

 

Oregon Driver’s Cards will not be “marked” cards; they will look like all other Oregon issued 

cards. However, within the blue strip in front of the card, it will indicate that it is a Driver Card. 

Why the Oregon Driver’s Card instead of regular licenses? 

The federal REAL ID Act requires that states can issue regular driver’s licenses only to those 

individuals with lawful immigration status.  Because the Oregon Driver’s Card is issued to 

address road safety Oregon, it complies with REAL ID.  

 

What happens when someone’s old driver’s license expires? Will they have to retake the 

test? If the person is renewing, or their card expired less than one year ago, there is no need 

to retest. If the license expired more than one year ago, then the person will need to take 

the skills and written test again. 

 

Can the Oregon Driver Card be used to operate a commercial vehicle? 

Holders may operate farm vehicles, but CANNOT use this as a commercial license.  
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Driver Card 



 

When and where will Oregon Driver Cards become available? The Oregon Driver Card will 

be available to the public on January 1st, 2014, and will be administered and accessed at 

the DMV.  

 

What requirements will applicants need to meet to get an Oregon Driver’s Card?  

To qualify for an Oregon Driver’s Card, one must: 

 Prove residency in Oregon for one year; 

 Provide a valid unexpired passport or consular ID; 

 Applicants with prior SSN’s must show them to DMV; 

 The required facial recognition technology to prevent fraud 

 Pay the $64.00 fee  

  

Is the Oregon Driver’s Card valid as proof of identity? 

No—and as a result, the Oregon Driver’s Card cannot be used for voting, getting a firearms 

identification card, boarding an airplane, or entering a federal building.  However, 

businesses, local economies, and local banks may take them, but it will take advocacy and 

coordination between departments, businesses, advocacy groups, and individuals.   

  

Could the Oregon Driver’s Card be used as a bond card? 

Yes.  Drivers with Oregon Driver’s Cards can produce the card as bond during a traffic stop, 

just as drivers with regular licenses can.  They would get ticketed rather than being arrested 

(because they cannot produce bond) and ending up in the criminal justice and immigration 

enforcement pipeline.  Police time and jail space will no longer be taken up with so many 

motorists who are arrested for driving without a license. 

  

What happens if someone with an Oregon Driver Card drives without insurance? 

Holders will be subject to all provisions of the Vehicle Code, including those requiring 

insurance coverage. Anyone applying for any license, including an Oregon Driver Card, 

must prove that the vehicle they are using for the road test is insured. Finally, if someone with 

it is stopped and cannot show proof of insurance, the driver will be ticketed for not having it.  

  

If someone with an Oregon Driver’s Card is stopped, will law enforcement know that the 

person is undocumented? Oregon Driver’s Cards will be available to both visa holders and 

undocumented immigrants, law enforcement officers cannot assume that anyone with it is 

undocumented. 

  

Does the Oregon Driver’s Card grant any status to undocumented immigrants? 

Immigration status is a matter of federal law.  Oregon Driver’s Cards issued under state law 

cannot convey any immigration status.   

 

Can someone with an Oregon Driver’s Card, drive across state lines? Yes - this is a state 

issued document designed to prove that the conductor of a vehicle fulfills all of the 

certifications to drive. People can drive where they need to go with it. However, we do not 

recommend someone to use the card to drive across the federal border if they do not have 

the proper documentations to return.  

 

Does Comprehensive Immigration Reform (CIR) make this law null and void? No- CIR is not a 

law yet, and may take years to implement. Until then, our communities need to drive legally.  


