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I always hear about the school 

board whenever I’m at a school.

But I’m not exactly sure what 

they do at the schools.

What is a school board? 

And what do they do?



A school board is a group of people that

oversees the superintendent of a school

district. The superintendent supervises all of 

the principals in a school district.

Teacher Salaries & Benefits

Distribution of Resources

District Budget

Instruction

Long-Term Goals

These policies impact all schools in the district.



A school board is made of elected 
volunteers who make important 

decisions about the school district.

District Patrons
The people who vote for School 

Board Directors. That’s us!

School District Board of Directors
These are the people we elect to the school board.

District Superintendent
This is the person who oversees the district 

and its schools.

General
Operations

This can include things like:

Human Resources

Equity & Compliance

Finance

Logistics

Technology Services

Communication & Marketing

Curriculum & 
Instruction

This can include things like:

Supervising School Principals

Designing Curriculum

Managing Federal Programs

Student Assessment Measures

Tracking Student Success

Grants & Community Partners



School boards help to create and shape

policies that impact the district. They also 

make sure that the superintendent does 

their job.

School Board

Selects 
Transportation 

Services

Guides
Strategic
Planning

Evaluates
Schools &
Leaders

Determines 
New

Curricula

Oversees
Superintendent



The people selected to be on the 

school board are elected by the 

people who live in the school district.

When people vote for a school board 

member, each member serves a term 

that usually lasts a few years before 

there is another election for their seat.



My community is full of

diverse people.

But that’s not what my local 

school board looks like.

What can I do to improve 

my local school board?



School boards hold regular meetings that

are open to the public. This is where

community members voice their concerns

to the school board in person.

I can take my concerns directly

to the school board.



With supportive school board members in 

office, we can pass policies that represent 

our communities. This is how we got Ethnic 

Studies curricula for K-12 classrooms in 2017.

I can vote for board members.

VOTE

SCHOOL BOARD

E L E C T I O N S



I can run for a seat on the

school board.

In 2019, the majority of Oregon's school 

board candidates ran unopposed. I can run 

for my local school board to make sure my 

community is seen and represented.



The school board can make choices 

about our district.

SCHOOL 

BOARD



But the power is in

the hands of the people.



Your Local School District Guide

My Schools Are: My School District Is:

Notes About My District

School Board: (Board representation, 

seats & vacancies, meetings, etc.) 

My Priorities Are: I Think All Students 

Should Have:



Notes:



Notes:


