
APANO and Friends of Trees Internship 

Program Description: APANO and Friends of Trees would like to announce an exciting new internship 

opportunity for our community. In fall of 2019, we will launch a community engagement and urban 

forestry internship. This internship is designed to engage the Asian Pacific American community into the 

field of urban forestry and how it impacts residents in the city. Urban Forestry is the care and 

management of single trees and tree populations in urban settings for the purpose of improving the 

urban environment.  Urban forestry advocates the role of trees as a critical part of the urban 

infrastructure.  Trees provide many benefits to residents including better air quality, better stormwater 

management, natural stress relievers, and more. However, the tree canopy cover is unequally 

distributed in the city of Portland across income and racial demographic lines. East Portland has 

considerably less canopy cover (~16%) when compared to West Portland (~60%) and has considerably 

more immigrant, refugee, and low-income populations. This internship aims to provide more community 

engagement in areas with less canopy cover, specifically within the Jade District and the Asian Pacific 

American community resides to help increase the livability and environment for those residents.  

The Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon (APANO) is a 501(c)3 grassroots community 
organization based in Portland, Oregon. We envision a just and equitable world where Asians and Pacific 
Islanders (APIs) are fully engaged in the social, environmental, economic, and political issues that affect 
us. Our place-based Jade District program is an anti-displacement initiative using strategies of 
community development and localized environmental and economic justice advocacy and education. 
 
Friends of Trees is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization serving Oregon and Southwest Washington. Our 
mission is to inspire community stewardship of our urban forest by bringing people together to plant, 
care for and learn about urban trees and natural areas. 
  
Friends of Trees is committed to building a culturally diverse and inclusive environment. We recognize 
that not everyone has equal access to the benefits of trees and healthy green spaces.  As a community 
driven organization we foster an atmosphere of inclusion and support so that we continue to build 
places that are safe and healthy for all.  We accomplish this through authentic community conversation, 
unique partnerships, relevant programming, and attracting and retaining diverse staff members and 
supporters.  We strongly encourage people of color, LGBTQ folx, religious minorities, recent immigrants, 
and anyone with a marginalized identity to apply for this position.  Diverse experiences and opinions are 
sincerely desired to guide our programming to best serve those with less access to trees and nature in 
their communities. 
 
Qualifications: The training program is open to anyone above 18 years old. The program is particularly 
suitable for those with an interest in community health, civic engagement and urban forestry.  The 
person in this position must be flexible, have an open mind, and be creative! This is a brand-new 
position and we are still working out the details of what the tasks and schedule will look like. We would 
love to hear your ideas and career goals and how we can help you grow while in this position!  
 
Position Details: This internship will work with both APANO and Friends of Trees. This position will work 
alongside Friends of Trees staff to help organize 2 tree planting events in the Jade District. In this role, 
you will help neighbors order trees, help solicit donations from local businesses for a community lunch, 
and will work with staff and community volunteers on the logistics of planning the community tree 



planting event. In the summer, this position will inspect trees planted within the Jade District, as well as 
canvass homes and provide neighbors with information on the Friends of Trees planting program. This 
position will also be responsible for supporting the Jade Greening Cohort, a group of environmental 
non-profits committed to providing community-centered strategies to ensure a breathable, accessible, 
livable, and prosperous Jade District. Tasks include communications, event coordination, meeting 
facilitation, and community outreach/tabling support. Shared work space and staff support will be 
provided by both Friends of Trees and APANO and most events and meetings will be based in the Jade 
District and neighboring areas (close to SE 82nd Ave. & SE Division St.)  
 
Hours: Position is a 11-month term, starting late October 2019 -September 2020.  Weekly hours will vary 
and can be flexible based on time of year and availability of selected applicant. Hours will usually be 
during regular office hours of 9 am to 5 pm, however some evening and weekend hours will be required. 
Hours will not exceed 250 hours during the 11-month internship (averaging about 5 hours/week).  
 
The below dates and times are required for scheduled tree-planting events: 

● Saturday, November 2nd 8:30am - 4:30pm 
● Saturday, January 18th 7am - 2:30pm 
● May 2nd 8:30am - 1:30 pm 

 
Compensation: Intern will be paid a $15.00/hour stipend for their time. 
 
Preferences: The following are a plus, but not requirements: 

● Experience or familiarity with the Jade District neighborhood and community 
● Ability to converse in Spanish, Russian, Somali, Vietnamese, or Cantonese language(s) 

 

To Apply:  Please answer the questions in the attached document and send to Haley Miller, 

haleym@friendsoftrees.org by 11:59pm on Sunday, October 13th 2019. Please note “APANO / Friends 

of Trees Internship” in the title of the email application. Thank you so much for taking the time to 

prepare and submit your application. 

Friends of Trees and APANO provide equal employment opportunities (EEO) to all employees and 

applicants for employment without regard to race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender 

identification, national origin, age, disability or genetics. 


